Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 EC BRU 05209 231813Z 
ACTION SIL-01 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 
EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 DHA-02 /053 W 

240103Z 009297/63 

R231608ZMAY 77 
FM USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3863 
INFO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
USMISSION GENEVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE EC BRUSSELS 5209 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ELAB, ICFTU, ILO, SHUM, PINS 

SUBJECT: ICETU VIEWS ON ARGENTINE SITUATION 

1 . IN A BRIEF CONVERSATION MAY 23 WITH JOHN VANDERVEKEN, 

ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY OE THE ICFTU, UPON HIS RETURN FROM 
THE ICFTU BOARD MEETINGS IN ROME LAST WEEK, WE LEARNED THAT 

THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT HAD PROVIDED THE ICETU A WRITTEN RESPONSE 
TO ICFTU QUERIES ABOUT THE TRADE UNION SITUATION IN ARGENTINA, 

BUT THAT THE ICETU BOARD CONSIDERED THE RESPONSE "THOROUGHLY 
UNSATISEACTORY." 

2. ACCORDING TO ANDERVEKEN, THE BOARD AUTHORIZED THE ICETU 
SECRETARIAT "TO DO WHATEVER WE THOUGHT APPROPRIATE AGAINST THE 
ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT," EITHER AT THE JUNE INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
CONFERENCE, OR SUBSEQUENTLY. APPROPRIATE ACTION INCLUDES THE OPTION 
OF ILING A FORMAL COMPLAINT AGAINST THE GOA EOR VIOLATION OF ILO 
CONVENTIONS, VANDERVEKEN SAID. 

3. HE ADDED THAT THE ICETU WILL BE CONSULTING WITH THE AFL-CIO ON 
THIS QUESTION IN GENEVA. VANDERVEKEN IS ARRIVING IN THAT CITY 

IN TWO DAYS. HINTON 
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